198                              LECTURE VI.
' The third step that the soul of the faithful man made, placed him in the Good-Deed Paradise;
c The fourth step that the soul of the faithful man made, placed him in the Endless Lights.'
16.  Then one of the faithful, who had departed before him, asked him, saying: e How didst thou depart this life, thou holy man ?    How didst thou come, thou holy man! from the abodes full of cattle and full of the wishes and enjoyments of love?    From the material world into the world of the spirit?    From the decaying world into the undecaying one?   How long did thy felicity last ?3
17.  And Ahuramazda  answered:    'Ask him  not what thou askest him, who has just gone the dreary way, full of fear and distress, where the body and the soul part from one another.
18.  e [Let him eat] of the food brought to him, of the oil of Zaramaya: this is the food for the youth of good thoughts, of good words, of good deeds, of good religion, after he has departed this life; this is the food for the holy woman, rich in good thoughts, good words, and good deeds, well-principled and obedient to her husband, after she has departed this life.'
The fate of the soul of the wicked is throughout the opposite of what happens to the soul of a righteous man. During three nights it sits near the skull and endures as much suffering as the whole of the living world can taste. At the end of the third night, when the dawn appears, it seems as if it were brought amidst snow and stench, and as if a wind were blowing from the North, the foulest-scented of all the winds in the world. The wicked soul has to inhale that wind and then to pass through the Evil-Thought Hell, the Evil-